HISTORICAL NOTES


Alessandro Gaoso has a technical backround, he runs his own technical/commercial activity in the automotive sector and works with Italian and German firms.





Among his several activities, sailing is the one that he probably regards as the most exiting.


He has won two world championships with his Miniton GGG (1990 – 1992) and 6 Italian championships (1989 – 91 – 92 – 93 – 94 – 95).


After the 1995 Italian Championship victory, he decides to quit the sailing activity, but his wife dissuaded him.


In November of the same year, he tells the young blinds of Brixia U.I.C., gathering in the restaurant Cappuccini di Cologne (BS) that the blinds are able to perform brave deeds, but they are not aware of it: to sail on their own.


So Homerus Project began.


In February 1996 the first sailing course began. They have been offered continuously since then.


On December 13th, 1996 (day of St. Lucia), the Homerus Association was established. Subsequently, in 1998, the Project became Onlus (no lucrative organisation of social interest).


Founder members are seven, all active and with executive duties.


As time went by a group of 30 volunteers has grown up, and are now active as sailing instructors. The head office has been established in Vobarno (BS – Italy), the official office in Maderno (BS – Italy), and the nautical base with the sailing school in Bogliaco (BS – Italy).


On September 27/28 1997, the first Italian Sailing Championship for blinds (match-race) was celebrated in the waters of Gargnano on Lake Garda; in 1998 the second edition took place on Caldonazzo Lake (TN), the third on Iseo Lake (Sulzano – BS), the forth on Lake Come, the fifth in Porto Tolle on the Adriatic See and the sixth will be on Lake Garda (Bs- Italy).


The best 20 blind sailors challenged each other with two sailing boats crewed only by themselves with the match-race formula.


The championship will be repeated every year in different locations.


At the end of 2000, 80 are the blind athletes able to sail alone. They come from all regions of Italy, and one from Germany.


	


Our association is developing and medias, like newspapers, magazines, TV, federations and sailing clubs show more interest, giving more and more emphasis to Homerus. Also the Italian and foreign public follows our progress and we also have received some grants from the EC.





We are reported in magazines like: Panorama Symbol, Inserto “Sette” del Corriere della Sera, Focus, Vera , Salve, Nautica, Fare Vela, AB, and newspapers like: L’Osservatore Romano, Giornale di Brescia , Il Giornale, Bresciaoggi, Tirreno, Adige, Equipaggi were Homerus is mentioned every week.


The televisions reporting are: RAI 1, 2, 3, Teletutto, Odeon, TMC, Canale Viaggi.
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