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SAILING WITH HOMERUS

Some time ago, We were walking along the streets in the centre of Brescia, when two men stopped us.

First we did not know what intentions or perplexity they could have about us, perhaps they wanted some information about  Barbara’s guidedog! Instead it dealt with others.

The two  men wanted simply to compliment us on our article, that they saw, with our photos, pubblished on “Venerdì” the supplement to “Corriere della Sera” concernig the sailing self-government for the blind.

In addition to their questions and their doubts they added: “We did not know that the blind were able to do all those things, most of are difficult and even we, who have the power to see,  cannot them carry out. You are able even to sail! Congratulations indeed”.

We never felt so protagonist and we never took part in something  like in this projiect!

It is true, the sports, we practised and we still play are a lot (tandem, athletic, swimming, skiing, judo, rock-cliimbing and skin-diving);  they all imprint on our heart and fill it up with  joy and satifaction , but never such as sailing did today!

While in all theese cited sports we,blinde people are really protagonist,but not at all, because to get through some difficults, we need the support of the seeing- people also, in sailing, fortunately and at last, we have been able to “eliminate” the watchfull  and carefull eyes of a stand-in person, who always helped us so far.

Now, insteed, we are the real and the sole heroes, the only ourself-drivers and first we drive a means like a sail!

At the beginning of this new adventure we did not think to feel such a joy and gratification through sailing, but bit by bit we realise that only few , very few sports fill people with love for them and the sailing boat is without fail one of them!

The fantastic sensations and vibrations that the boat send us are an unique and indescrivable thing. You feel yourself like the master of the world, of the water on which we hardly skim over , of the wind, which is our friend, but at the same time our enemy when it give up or it decides to be too violent and  too persistent, you feel a sole thing, an entirety, the same as the boat and us!

It is a wonderfull sensation!

To be able to set free our minds from every worry, to become extranged from the world that surrounds ourselves, but without forgetting the concentration and the attentions required, because, at the end, we are anyway moving forward across the sea , or a lake with a boat.

We did not know that the boat could involve us so much, that it allowed us to create new friendships, to grow stronger otherones, whatever at the same time to mantein always a little of competition among ourselves , in order, after all to build up a teamwork, a basic teaching, which allows you to solve and to face many others today live problems.

Now we address all you, owner of the five senses, who always conduced  and directed us to something,who accompanied us on the one hand and toke us, on the other! Now we take you, now we ask you to get on our boat and finally  you will guided by us towards a destination!

At this point we would to say  thanks Alessandro, for giving us this extraordinary opportunity, for allowing us to know this fascinating world.

We thank you above all to look after us, to believe that blind people, like us, could also seal with a boat, at the end by oneself,alone, and many thanks for your disponibility, your generosity, for all the time you still devote to us and that therefore we take from your other engagements.

Thanks also that you have wanted to know, for your part, our world, our uncertainties and ous fears.

You transmit us your love for the boat and we will never  forget this!

Thank you very much Alessandro!

Thanks to all them, too, who supported you in this your enterprise, who trusted you and us, and who, such as you, gave and are still giving us their precious time.

CHIARA E BARBARA

HOMERUS ASSOCIATION
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